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New Business Model 
 
Effective April 1

st
, Colorado Potato Certification Service (PCS) began a new business model.  PCS in now an 

individual entity under the Colorado State University system that is now responsible for potato certification rules 

and management of the seed certification program.  Our goal remains the same: to enhance the prosperity of 

the Colorado potato industry and to provide optimal services to the Colorado seed growers.  We are supported 

by industry leaders including seed growers, commercial growers, agricultural financial advisors, Colorado De-

partment of Agriculture, and Colorado State University.  These professionals provide valuable insight as our Ad-

visory Council.  The new Advisory Council will consist of 3 Certified Seed growers, 1 Grower Entry grower, 2 

Commercial growers, 2 CSU researchers, 1 CDA representative, and 1 financial advisor.  This council will ad-

vise PCS as we move forward in this new model. 

The members of the 2021 Colorado Potato Certification Advisory Council are: 

 Grant Mattive, Certified Seed Grower 

 Bruce Heersink, Certified Seed Grower 

 Cory Myers, Grower Entry Seed Grower 

 Erin Nissen, Commercial Grower 

 Mark Peterson, Commercial Grower 

 David Holm, PhD, CSU Potato Breeder 

 Amy Charkowski, PhD, CSU Chair of Agricultural Biology 

 Cheryl Smith, Colorado Department of Agriculture 

 Chad Cochran, Farm Credit 
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Post Harvest Test 
 

This update usually comes to you much sooner, but the Post Harvest win-
ter grow out was very different this year!  Because of COVID, we made 
the difficult decision to do our winter test at a local greenhouse.  This pre-
sented us with some very interesting challenges but ended up teaching us 
a lot in the process.  We didn’t change the sample deadline and treated 
them like we normally do to help break dormancy.  We started planting 
the first crop on November 10

th
 and filled up the greenhouse with 72,578 

tubers on November 16
th
.  The second crop was planted December 14

th
-

January 12
th
 with a total of 64,908 tubers.  The third crop was planted 

January 15
th

-23
rd

 with a total of 23,708 tubers.  These second and third 
crops were planted as previous lots were tested, verified, and destroyed 
to create space for more to be planted.  The greenhouse was in a con-
stant state of planting, leaf testing, destruction, and clean up for over 3 
months! 
 
The inspections were also different this year.  Our previous grow out trials 
in greenhouses showed us that disease expression is not always con-
sistent and so we decided each lot would have to be 100% lab tested.  
With the limited space, it was difficult to get a proper visual count and we 
wanted to be as accurate as possible.  A total of 149,328 leaves or 
sprouts were tested for PVY, PVX, and Leafroll.  We also tested 1,742 
ELISA wells for PVYN.  This presented us with more challenges of having 
enough labor for the extra lab testing.  Our staff is great!  We were all able 
to cross train, learning new jobs in order to get the winter test done.  We 
also had the assistance of volunteers to chip in a total of 176 hours of 
work.  We would like to thank Lyla Davis, Nikita Christensen, H & H 
Farms, San Acacio Seed, Salazar Seed, Price Farms, and Sargent FFA 
for helping us with the winter test.  Their hard work was much appreciat-
ed! 
 
And with that we will shortly begin a new crop season.  Here’s hoping for 
a great one! 

Important Dates 
to Remember 
 

Application Deadline: June 1
st
 

Applications are due June 1st 
or 14 days after last plant date 
with payment and there is a 
$500 per day late fee!  
 
Please make sure that you 
have looked over your applica-
tion and included all necessary 
documents: signature page, 
PVP permission to grow, 
NAHC, bulk certificates, tags, 
maps, and proper disease test-
ing documentation.  
 
Please make sure that pay-
ment of acreage fees is remit-
ted to Colorado State Univer-
sity c/o Potato Certification 
Service.  If you have any ques-
tions, please give us a call! 

Top: Andrew making sure the plant-
ing templates will work. Bottom: 
PCS staff testing leaves  in the lab. 

Left: Destructive pick at GH PHT.  Right: Andrew explaining the GH PHT to Sargent 
FFA members. 



Inspection Section 
 

As the time nears for our first field inspections, 
please keep the following in mind. 
 

 Make sure all of your lots are marked appropri-
ately so that our inspectors can find them easi-
ly. 

 When requesting inspections, please keep in 
mind your spray schedules. We will continue to 
make exit calls to give a quick summary of any 
issues found and to let you know we are safely 
out of your fields. 

 Please continue to call Michelle or Sarah to 
schedule your 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and any re-
inspections. 

Rogueing School 
 
We just finished up planting the 2021 plots for the 

Rogueing School.  Our school will tentatively take place 

the third week of June.  More specifics to come.   
Rick Haslar has been driving the tractor to plant the 
Rogueing School plot for almost 20 years! 

 

Colorado Potato Certification Service Fees 

Acreage Fees 

G1 & G2—$30.00/Acre 

G3-G5—$25.00/Acre 

G6—$20.00/Acre 

Post-Harvest Test Fee 

$1.30/Tuber 

(price dependent on cost of 
PHT) 

Disease Testing Fee 

$3.00/Well 

Bulk Certificate/Tag Fee 

$0.12/CWT 

Greenhouse Inspection Fee 

$0.01/Plant 

CPCS Staff 

Andrew Houser—Manager 

Sarah Noller—Assistant Manager 

Teresa Almeida—Disease Lab Spe-
cialist 

Sarah Hensley—Lab Technician 

Jeff Shawcroft—Field Technician 

Michelle Leckler –Research Coordina-
tor 

Jeff and   

Sarah N 

Planting the 

PVY Clonal 

Evaluation 

Field. 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more infor-

mation about our seed potato 

certification services.   

Potato Certification Service 

San Luis Valley Research   

Center 

0249 East Road 9 North 

Center, CO 81125 

(719) 754-3496 

Andrew Houser, Manager       

andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

Sarah Noller, Assistant Manager  

sarah.noller@colostate.edu 

Visit us on the web at             

potatoes.colostate.edu/potato-

certification-service/ 

Potato Certification Service  

San Luis Valley Research Center 

0249 East Road 9 North 

Center, CO 81125 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

 

What I say is that, if a fellow 
really likes potatoes, he must 
be a pretty decent sort of fel-

low. 

A.A. Milne 


